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To Hon. W. J. Bailey \ Governor of Kansas : 

Sir — I herewith respectfully submit the fourteenth biennial re- 
port of the condition of the state library, at the close of the fiscal 

year ended June 30, 1904. 

J. L. KING, State Librarian. 

Topeka, November 30, 1904. 



LIBBARIAN'S REPORT. 



At the date of the last biennial report of the state librarian there 
were 53,791 books in the state library, classified as follows : 

Law books 36,300 

Medical works 2,900 

Miscellaneous, and pamphlets. 14,59 L 

Total 53,791 

The accessions during the succeeding two years covered by this 

report amounted to 4224, of which 2085 were law books, 181 medical 

books, 1000 miscellaneous books, and 958 maps and pamphlets, making 

a total of 58,015 volumes in the library at the present time. By classes, 

the library consists of : 

Law books 38,385 

Medical works 3,081 

Miscellaneous, and pamphlets 16,549 

Total 58,015 

The following table, showing the number of volumes contained in 
the several state and territorial libraries, gives Kansas a very creditable 
rank: 



Alabama 83,433 

Arizona 11,886 

Arkansas 80,000 

California , 123,000 

Colorado ( state and supremo court), 30,500 

Connecticut 40,000 

Delaware 30,000 

Florida • 9,500 

Georgia 30,000 

Idaho (state and law) 14,650 

Illinois ( state and supreme court ) . . . . 55 , 700 

Indiana (state and law) 68,692 

Iowa 94,850 

Kansas 58,015 

Kentucky 100,000 

Louisiana 28,619 

Maine 85,000 

Maryland 50,000 

Massachusetts 120,000 

Michigan 125,000 

Minnesota 50,000 

Mississippi 79,090 

Missouri 45,000 

Montana 40,000 



Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampshire' 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island ( state and law ) . . . . 

South Carolina 

South Dakota (state and law ).. .. 

Tennessee 

Texas ( state and supreme court). 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 



45.000 
20,000 
83,500 
65,000 
10,750 

493,898 
34,000 
13,400 
88,105 
16,000 

'25,000 

116,000 
42,200 
50,000 
12,786 
50,000 

'32,000 
10,021 
40,000 

75,000 

50,000 
37,993 
15,000 



In compiling the above table, access was had to the report of the 
Bureau of Education for the year 1903 — the latest available statistics 

(5) 
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on the subject — and it is probable that some changes have since oc- 
curred which may affect the relative standing of the different libra- 
ries. From the table, it will be seen that only fifteen states have 
larger libraries than that of Kansas, and most of these are the older 
and richer states of the Union. The figures for Kansas do not in- 
clude the 15,080 books belonging in the traveling-libraries section, 
which is an adjunct of the state library. By adding these, the num- 
ber of books in the library would reach a grand total of 73,095. 

There were 6306 books in the library in 1870, at the date of first re- 
port of the librarian. The additions, by years, have been as follows : 

Years. Volt. 

1885-'86 : 2,757 

1887-'88 2,317 

1889-'90 2,764 

189i-'92. 3,587 

1893-'94. 3,818 

lg95-*96 2,761 

1897-'98 3,197 

1899-1900 5,107 

190i-'02 6,381 

1903-'04 4,224 



Years. Vols. 

1871 1,035 

1872 1,116 

1873 ' 768 

1874 1,076 

1875 1,420 

1876 1,231 

1877-'78 1,573 

1879-'80 3,000 

188i-'82 1,162 

1883-'84 2,365 



Total accessions, 1871 to 1904 51,709 

Books in library in 1870 *. 6,306 

* 

Total number of books now in the library 58,015 



STORMONT MEDICAL LIBRARY. 

The sum of $737.33. has been expended during the past two years 
in adding to the worth and usefulness of the Stormont medical col- 
lection, the expenditures being made under the direction of a com- 
mittee of the State Medical Society. The liberal donation of $5000 
by Mrs. Jane Stormont was sufficient to equip this department with 
a fine collection of medical books and charts, and the $5000 endow- 
ment fund from the same generous hand has provided ample means 
for maintaining the collection at the highest standard. The interest 
fund at present amounts to $1148.82, with which it is designed to 
strengthen and round out the collection during the coming year. 

Following is a list of purchases made from the Stormont fund, July 

1, 1902, to June 30, 1904 : 

Cutter's classified medicine list $1 00 

Book labels 1 50 

Cohen's System of Physiologic Therapeutics, vols. 5, 9 4 00 

Subscription to The Lancet 8 00 

Twentieth Century Practice of Medicine, vol. 21 5 00 

Deaver's Surgical Anatomy, vol. 3 8 00 

Cheyne and Burghard's Surgical Treatments, vols. 2-6 21 25 
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Burchard's Dental Pathology $5 00 

Bruce's Principles of Treatment 3 75 

Eokley 's Anatomy of Head and Neok 2 50 

Eckley's Dissector • 3 50 

Essig's Prosthetic Dentistry 6 00 

Essig's Dental Metallurgy 1 75 

Ewing's Pathology of the Blood 3 50 

Gaylord's Pathological Histology 7 50 

Gerrish's Anatomy 6 50 

Grayson on Diseases of the Nose, Throat, and Ear 3 50 

Hall's Physiology 4 00 

Harrington's Hygiene 4 25 

Herter's Chemical Pathology 1 75 

Jewett's Essentials of Obstetrics 2 25 

Kirk's Operative Dentistry. 6 00 

Koplik's Diseases of Children 5 00 

Le Fevre's Diagnosis. _. . . . 2 25 

Politzer's Diseases of the Ear 7 50 

Posey and Wright's Diseases of Eye, Ear, etc 7 00 

Reynolds and Newell's Obstetrics 3 75 

Schafer's Practical Histology , 2 25 

Sohmaus's Pathology 4 00 

Simon's Physiological Chemistry . . „ 3 25 

Simon's Clinical Diagnosis 3 75 

Szymonowicz's Histology *. 4 75 

Taylor's Sexual Disorders 3 00 

Tirard's Medical Treatment 4 00 

Vaughan and Novyon-'s Cellular Toxins 3 00 

Whitman's Orthopcedic Surgery 5 50 

Woolsey's Surgical Anatomy 5 00 

Huntington's Abdominal Anatomy 10 00 

Hare's System of Therapeutics, vols. 1-3 15 00 

McMurrich's Embryology 3 00 

Rosenau's Disinfection 2 00 

Frenkel's Ataxia 3 00 

Broom ell's Anatomy of the Mouth and Teeth 4 50 

Potter's Materia Medica 5 00 

Jacobson's Surgery, 2 vols 10 00 

Bunge's Pathological Chemistry 3 00 

Sohofield's Force of Mind 2 00 

Fagge's Practice of Medicine, 2 vols 12 00 

Gorgas's Questions and Answers -. 6 00 

Hall's Diseases of the Nose and Throat 2 75 

Hughes and Keith's Dissections, 3 vols 9 00 

Jennings's Manual of Ophthalmoscopy „ 1 50 

Keay's Gall-stones 1 25 

Kehr's Diagnosis of Gall-stone Diseases 2 50 

Maylard's Surgery of the Alimentary Canal 3 00 

Roberts's Gynaecological Pathology. 6 00 

Wright's Ophthalmology 3 00 

Emery's Bacteriological Diagnosis. . v 1 50 

Heath's Clinical Lectures 2 00 
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Makin's Surgioal Experiences in South Africa $4 00 

DaCosta's Clinical Hematology 5 00 

Harrington's Practical Hygiene '. 4 80 

Raue's Pathology 7 00 

Bartlett's Diagnosis 7 00 

Hahnemann's Organon of the Art of Healing 1 40 

Handbook of the Medioal Sciences, vols. 1-5 35 00 

Cohen's Physios, vol. 10 -. , 2 00 

Handbook of the Medical Sciences, vol. 6 7 00 

Cheyne and Burghard's Surgical Treatments, vol. 7 5 18 

Berry's The Thyroid Gland 4 00 

Chase's General Paresis 1 75 

Conn's Agricultural Bacteriology 2 50 

Conn's Bacteria in Milk and its Products 1 25 

Davis's Banclagings 1 50 

Gould's Biographic Clinics 1 00 

Greeff and Walker's Examination of the Eye 1 25 

Hovell's Diseases or the Ear 5 50 

Leffmann and Bean's Food Analysis 2 50 

Lewers's Cancer of the Uterus ' 3 00 

Minot's Embryology 4 50 

Oertel's Medical Microscopy 2 00 

Douglas's Surgical Diseases of the Abdomen 7 00 

F. A. Davis & Co. , invoice of medioal books 66 25 

Cohen's System of Physiologic Therapeutics, vol. 8 2 00 

J. B. Lippinoott & Co., medical books 62 50 

Sadtler and Coblentz's Chemistry 6 00 

Edgar's Obstetrics 6 00 

Hansell and Sweet's Diseases of the Eye 4 50 

Hughes's Practical Anatomy 9 00 

Davidson's Manual of Anatomy 1 50 

Casper and Richter's Kidney Diseases 1 50 

Knight's Nose and Throat 3 00 

Ireland's Mental Affections of Children 4 00 

Bailey and Cady's Chemical Analysis 1 25 

Cowles and Coldman's Quantitative Analysis 3 50 

Derringer's Ocular Therapeutics 3 00 

Fenwick's Cancer of the Stomach 3 00 

Park and Kenwood's Hygiene and Public Health 2 00 

Crile's Blood Pressure 4 00 

Oohsner's Surgery 7 00 

Patton's Diseases of Heart and Lungs 2 50 

Colburn's Diseases of the Eye 3 50 

Davis's History of Medicine 2 00 

Leving's Treatment of Tumors 5 00 

Martin's Gynecology 5 00 

Yeo's Therapeutics 5 00 

Handbook of the Medioal Sciences, vol. 7 7 00 

Subscription to The Lancet 8 00 

Mississippi Valley Press, medioal books 39 50 

Accession book 16 00 

Catalogue cards 7 50 
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Jicobi's Skin Atlas, 2 vols $16 00 

Williams's High Frequency of Currents 2 75 

Jennings's Manual of Plagues 2 00 

Jaruntowsky 's Private Sanitariums for Consumptives 40 

Lake's Laryngeal Phthisis 2 00 

Mander's Treatment of Cancer and Tuberculosis 2 00 

Robinson and Cribb's Chemistry of Food 1 50 

Ruge's Malarial Diseases 75 

Shield's Causes and Treatment of Nasal Obstruction 1 25 

Toldt's Atlas of Anatomy, 3 vols 6 75 

Cohen's System of Physiologic Therapeutics, vol. 7 2 00 

Mississippi Valley Press, medical books 18 50 

Hall's Clinics 7 50 

Janeway's Blood Pressure 3 00 

Book labels.. 3 50 

Total $759 53 

Cash discount 22 20 

Total expenditures $737 33 



THE SHELDON COLLECTION. 

The medical section of the state library has recently been augmented 
by the donation by Mrs. Ann Eliza Sheldon of the private library ac- 
cumulated by her husband, the late Dr. Silas E. Sheldon, a physician 
of long practice and high rank in the city of Topeka. "In acknowl- 
edging this splendid gift, it is proper to add that Mrs. Sheldon has in 
view a further contribution to this department, in the form of an ade- 
quate endowment for building up a complete library of medical and 
historical works in memory of her husband and as a tribute to the pro- 
fession he so richly adorned. It is the purpose of the librarian to 
keep these two libraries distinct, but all of the books will at all times 
be available to students and practitioners, and together they will com- 
prise the most extensive and valuable collection of medical publica- 
tions to be found outside of the very largest Eastern libraries. At 
the present time the Sheldon collection includes the following stand- 
ard works : 

Ashhurst's International Encyclopedia of Surgery, 6 vols. 
Holmes's System of Surgery, 3 vols. 
Pepper's System of Medicine, 2 vols. 
Reynolds's System of Medicine, 2 editions, 5 vols. 
Twentieth Century Practice of Medicine, 20 vols. 
Watson's Practice of Physios, 2 vols. 
Mann's American System of Gynecology, vol. 1. 
Pepper's Theory and Practice of Medicine, 2 vols. 
Morrow's Genito-urinary Diseases, 3 vols. 
Pozzi's Medical and Surgical Gynecology, 2 vols. 
Sajous's Annual, 5 vols. 
Progressive Medicine, 4 vols. 
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Wyeth's Text-book of Surgery. 

Meigs and Pepper's Diseases of Children. 

Erichsen'g System of Surgery. 

Dunglison's Medical Dictionary, 2 editions. 

Drake's Diseases of the Mississippi Valley. 

Barnes's Diseases of Women. 

Meigs's Treatise on Obstetrics. 

Miller's Principles of Surgery. 

Wilson's Human Anatomy. 

Wood's Therapeutics and Pharmacology, vol 2. 

Skene's Medical Gynecology. 

Smith's Abdominal Surgery, 2 vols. 

Kelsey's Diseases of the Rectum. 

Senn's Surgical Bacteriology. 

Bonn's Principles of Surgery. 

Keith's Text- book of Abdominal Surgery. 

Headland on the Aotion of Medicine. 

Bouchard and Oliver's Auto- intoxication in Disease. 

Byrne's Principles of Surgery. 

Mills's Comparative Physiology. 

Sutton and Giles's Diseases of Wom c n. 

Gould's Medical Dictionary. 

Dewees's Baudelocque. 

Vaugban and Novy's Ptomaines and Leuoomaines. 

Medical Statistics, 2 vols. 

Report on Cholera in Europe and India. 

Allingham's Diseases of the Rectum. 

Anstie's Neuralgia. 

Brown '8 Medioal Diagnosis. 

Bryant's Operative Surgery, 2 vols. 

Clark's Diseases of the Heart. 

Erichsen's Concussion of the Spine. 

Gibney's Diseases of the Hip. 

Hamilton's Medical Jurisprudence. 

Hewitt's Diseases of Women, 2 vols. 

Nothnagel and Rossbaoh's Materia Medica, 3 vols. 

Otis's Gen ito- urinary Diseases, 2 vols. 

Palmer's Favorite Prescriptions. 

Pomeroy's Diseases of the Ear. 

Richardson's Diseases of Modern Life. 

Spitzka's Insanity. 

Tilt's Change of Life. 

Treves's Scrofula and GUnd Diseases. 

Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion. 

Currier's The Menopause. 
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TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

No part of the state library has been more active than the branch 
devoted to traveling libraries. From a small beginning in 1899, with 
34 cases and 3000 books, the traveling-library department has in- 
creased to 270 cases and 15,080 books. During the biennial period 
covered by this report more than 400 libraries of 50 books each were 
in circulation, going to nearly as many towns, and to almost every 
county in the state. 

A double purpose is served by the traveling libraries. They not 
only afford desirable reading for the smaller communities of the state, 
but they improve and promote the establishment of local libraries. 
The experience of all the states has shown that the traveling-library 
movement has been a great educational handmaiden, supplementing 
the work of the school and the home in a wholesome and attractive 
way. 

The Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission made a small display 
of its wares at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, at St. Louis, in 
1904, showing the plan and scope of the system, the cases used, and 
the general character of the literature distributed. One of .the cases 
of fifty selected books was shown in connection with the Kansas edu- 
cational display, and although it was not exhibited with any idea of 
competition, the committee gave it one of the medals awarded in that 
class. 

A complete report of the transactions of the Traveling Libraries 
Commission is printed elsewhere in this report. 



12 



KANSAS STATE LIBRARIAN. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



Salary Fund. 



To appropriation for salary of state librarian for year end- 
ing June 30, 1903 

To appropriation for same for year ending June 30, 1904. . 

To appropriation for salaries of assistants in library for 
year ending June 30, 1903 

To appropriation for same for year ending June 30, 1904. . 

By amount paid salary of librarian from July 1, 1902, 
to June 30, 1904 

By amount paid for salaries of assistants in library from 
July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903 

By amount paid for salaries of assistants in library from 
July 1, 1903, to June 30, 1904 '. 



Totals. 



Dr. 

$1,600 00 

1,600 00 

3,000 00 
3,400 00 



$9,600 00 



Cr. 



$3,200 00 

3,000 00 

3,400 00 
$9,600 00 



Book-pur chasing Fund. 



To appropriation for purchase of law and reference books 
for year ending June 30, 1903 

To appropriation for same for year ending June 30, 1904 . . 

To appropriation for purchase of miscellaneous books for 
year ending June 30, 1903 , . 

To appropriation for same for year ending June 30, 1904. . 

By amount expended for law and reference books from 
July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1904 

By amount expended for miscellaneous books from July 
1, 1902, to June 30, 1904 



Totals 



Dr. 

$1,000 00 
1,000 00 

400 00 
400 00 



$2,800 00 



Cr. 



$2,000 00 

800 00 
$2,800 00 



Postage^ Freight, Exp>e<8 % and Incidental*. 



To appropriation for postage, freight, express, for year 

ending June 30, 1903 

To appropriation for same for year ending June 30, 1904. . 

By amount expended for postage, freight, etc., from July 
1, 1902, to June 30, 1904 



Totals, 



Dr. 
$500 00 
500 00 



$1,000 00 



Cr. 



$1,000 00 
$1,000 00 



Stormont Medical Library Fund. 



Expended for medical books from July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1904 $737 33 
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Telephone Fund, 






To appropriation to Topeka Independent Telephone Com- 
pany, July 1, 1903, to June 30, 1904 


Dr. 

$36 00 


Cr. 


By amount expended, Topeka Independent Telephone 
Company. July 1, 1903, to June 30, 1904 


$36 00 








Totals : 


$36 00 


$36 00 



Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission Fund. 



To appropriation for books and cases for year ending June 
30,1903 

To appropriation for books, equipment and management 
for year ending June 30, 1904 

By amount expended for books and cases for year ending 
June 30, 1903 

By amount expended for books, equipment and manage- 
ment for year ending June 30, 1904 



Totals 



Dr. 

$1,000 00 

4,000 00 



$5,000 00 



Cr. 



$1,000 00 
4 000 00 



$5,000 00 



Statement of amounts collected for sales of Supreme Court Reports and 
Courts of Appeals Report*, and paid over to the State Treasurer, from 
July 1, 19Q2, to June 80 % 1904. 



For July 

For August 

For September 
For October... 
For November. 
For December. 

For January . . 
For February . 

For March 

For April 

For May 

For June 

Totals 



$1,382 50 



1902-'0S. 


wos-'ot- 


$92 50 


$35 00 


415 00 


65 00 


10 00 


12 50 


32 50 


10 00 


37 50 


5 00 


12 50 


51 00 


297 50 


187 00 


50 00 


13 50 


70 00 


79 59 


12 50 


6 00 


17 50 


19 00 


335 00 


19 00 



$502 50 
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LIST OF LIBRARIES IN KANSAS. 



Location. 



Abilene — 

Anthony 

Atchison 

i« * 

« i 

< • 

Baldwin 

Belle Plaine 

Belleville 

Beloit 

• i 

Blue Rapids 

Burlingame 

Burlington 

Cawker City 

• i 

< i 

Chanute 

Chapman 

Clay Center 

Columbus 

Concordia 

• i 

• i 
it 
it 

Dodge City"!.'. ... 

• i 

Ed wardsville. . 

Effingham 

Ellis 

Emporia 

it •< ■ • • 

• •••• ■■«••■ • . . 

• i 

Eureka 

Fort Leavenworth 

• i 

• • • • • 

• i 

Fort Scott. 

I I 

■ •■•••■>••• ••• 

Garnett 

Harper 

Hays City. 

Hazelton 

Hiawatha 

• i 

Highland..' ".'.'.".".'.'.'".'.' 

Holton 

• i 

Horton 

Howard 

Humboldt 

Hutchinson 

Independence 

< i 

Irving 

Jewell 

Junction City 

• i 

. .... ••••» 
1 1 

__ • • • • ■ • 

Kansas City 

i • 

it 

it 



Name of library. 



Public high school 

Public library 

Public high school 

Public library 

Firth library 

John A. Martin Memorial Library ... 

Midland College 

Public library : 

St. Benedict's College 

Western Theological Seminary 

Baker University , 

Public school 

Public school 

Public school 

State Industrial School for Girls 

Ladies' libaray 

Public school 

Free public library 

Public library 

Public school 

Women's Hesperian library 

Public high school 

Dickinson county high school 

Public library 

Public school 

Public high school 

Ladies' Library Association 

Library association k 

Nazareth Academy 

Public high school , 

St. Aloysius school 

Public high school 

Soule College. 

Public high school 

Atchison county high school 

Y. M. C. A. library 

A. T. A, S. F. reading-room libraries . 

College of Emporia 

Free library 

State Normal School 

Southern Kansas Academy 

General service and staff collection.. 

Post library 

United States Penitentiary 

Public high school 

Public library 

Anderson county public library 

Free library 

Public high school . 

Ladies' Library Association 

Hiawatha Academy 

Morrill public library 

Highland University 

Campbell College 

Public high school 

Public school 

Public school 

Public sohool 

Public library 

Ladies' library 

Montgomery county high school 

Public library 

Public high school 

Ladies' Reading Club 

Public high school 

Trott' 8 select library 

Kansas City University 

Kansas School for the Blind 

Public high school 

Public library 



Volumes. 



1,400 
1,842 
1,000 
2.000 
1,200 
1,200 
7,785 
7,400 

17.200 
3,000 

11,235 
1,000 
1,000 
2,000 
1,373 
3,475 
2.000 
2,000 
2,200 
2,000 
2,250 
1,000 
2,600 
1,000 
1,000 
1,660 
2,146 
1,300 
2,000 
1,600 
2,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1.000 
2,000 
1,600 

10,000 
7,000 
5,027 

16,327 
1,600 

12,600 
2,278 
7,134 
3,154 
4.000 

1.500 
2,500 
1.180 
2 150 
7,000 
1,500 
2,600 
2,875 
1,186 
1.000 
2,000 
3.027 
3.076 
1,000 
1,040 
1,050 
1,039 
2,500 
1,400 
1,450 
1,300 
1,000 
4,000 
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LIST OF LIBRARIES IN KANSAS -Concluded. 



Location. 




Kingman 

Kiowa 

Lansing 

Lamed 

Lawrence 

« < 

« « 

«« 

• ........ 

Leavenworth 

* t 

« « 

« » 

• • • • • ••••• 

Lecompton 

Lincoln 

Lindsborg 

4 « 

Lyons 

Mcpherson 

Mauhattan, 

«« 

If arysville 

« « 

Minneapolis 

National Military Home. 
Newton 

Nickereon 

Norton 

oiathe.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Osage City 

Osawatomie 

Oswego 

Ottawa 

Paola.. '.'.'.'. ... .'.'.'........ 

Parsons 

Peabody 

St. Marys 

4 ( 
• « 

I * 

St. Paal. !!.'.' !.".'..!.' ".'.'.'.'. 

Salina... 

* < 

• * 
• « 

Sedgwick 

Seneca 

Smith Center 

« » 

Sterling '. ...V. .'.*."! 

StOCktOD [".'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Tonganoxie 

Topeka 

• • 

<« 

• • 
• « 

• « 
« i 
«'. 

• i 
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Troy...!!".!".'. ."'." .!!!! 

Wichita 

4 4 
« I 

Winfleid". !!!!!!!!'.!!!!.'.' 

• * 

* * 

Yates Center.. 



Public library 

Franklin hign school 

Kansas state prison library — 

Public school. 

City library. '. 

Haskell Institute 

University of Kansas 

School of Law 

Free public library 

Public high school 

St. Mary's Academy * . 

Y. M. C. A. library 

Lane University 

Kansas Chrhitian College 

Bethany College 

Public school 

Public high school 

McPherson College — 

Kansas State Agricultural College 

Public high school 

Modern Normal College ■•• 

Public school 

Public high school 

Hancock library 

Bethel College 

Free library 

Nickerson Normal University 

Norton county teachers' library — 

Public high school. 

Kansas School for the Deaf 

Library association 

Public high school. 

Public library 

Library association 

Carnegie free library 

Ottawa University 

Free public library 

Public school 

Public library 

Church of the Immaculate Conception ( parish library ) . 

St. Mary '8 College 

Junior students' library 

Senior reading-room and library 

St Francis Monastery library 

Free public library- 

Kansas Wesleyan University — 



Public high school. 

Public school 

Pnblio school. 

Public high school 

Public library 

Woman's Harmony Library Club 

Cooper' 8 Memorial College 

Public high school 

Public library 

Public library 

College of the Sisters of Bethany 

Elk Club library 

Free public library. 

Kansas Academy of Science ... 

Kansas State Board of Agriculture 

Kansas State Historical Society 

Kansas State Library 

Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission . . 

Masonic grand lodge 

Tennesseetown public library and reading-room 

Washburn College 

S. L. K. Association 

Fairmount College 

Friends University 

Public library 

Public high school 

St. John's College 

Southwest Kansas College 

Yates Center high school 



1,600 
1,000 
6.600 
1.000 

13,000 
1,140 

41,000 
1.500 
8.181 
2,300 
6,000 
1,500 
1,000 
3,000 
7,500 
1,000 
1,564 
1,000 

27.210 
2,600 
3,000 
1,500 
1,000 
8.153 
1,665 
6.C97 
3.253 
1,000 
1,000 
3,000 
2,000 
1,200 
1,500 
5,000 
5,600 
3,000 
5,700 
1,420 
8,000 
1,175 

10,193 
1,616 
3,254 
4,000 
2,835 
4,000 
1,200 
2,000 
1,500 
1.500 
1,250 
1,400 
1,316 
1,000 
1,145 
1,200 
1.500 
1,243 

19,500 
4. C00 
2.500 

54.750 

5K.015 

15.080 
1.3u0 
1.026 
9.3*0 
1,500 

23.000 
3, COO 

10,894 
1,800 
1,000 
3,172 
1,710 



JAMES L. KING, Librarian. 
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TtilRD BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE KANSAS TRAVELING 

LIBRARIES COMMISSION, 1902-'04. 



Topeka, Kan., June 30, 1904. 

Traveling libraries meet with more favor, and yield greater results 
for intellectual and social betterment, than any other phase of library 
endeavor. It is impossible to give ah adequate idea of their benefit 
to the rural reader; to the men, women and children of the outlying 
districts. Nearly all of them are remote from access to libraries, 
public or private, and a great majority unable through means of their 
own to provide the class and variety of books read by them through 
the Kansas traveling libraries. 

This report will cover a trifle less than eighteen months, when it 
has been the custom to make it for two years. Dropping the months 
from June 30 to December 15 is done so that the report of this de- 
partment may expire with the fiscal year, as do the reports of all other 
departments of the state. If this is not kept in mind, it may occur 
to the reader that the department has not made so good a showing 
the past term as for the one preceding. Especially is this true, for 
the six months dropped were particularly busy ones. 

There is probably no department of the state which has been run 
on so economical a basis, it having had, until recently, no rooms or 
equipment of its own, outside of books and trunks for shipment. On 
the 20th of June of the present year the department was moved into 
spacious rooms on the basement floor of the capitol, in the south wing, 
west side. It occupied until then a small room on the second floor, 
a part of the state library. The department is now well equipped 
with Wernicke book-shelves, filing cases, desks, storerooms, and most 
of the conveniences necessary to shipping and receiving the books.' 
This has been accomplished through the interest and consideration 
of the Executive Council. 

The duties of the department are many and varied; taking in the 
selection and preparation of the books for these libraries, packing 
them and looking to their proper shipment, the instruction of the 
librarians when necessary, the examination of the libraries after their 
trips, the replacing of books on the shelves, looking after the loss and 
injury of books, and collecting fees for same, the keeping of the 
records, and all the correspondence of the department. 

The traveling-library movement in Kansas will grow as fast as it 
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has a chance, its spread and growth depending entirely upon the 
amount of support it may receive at the hands of the legislature. Its 
need and popularity are undisputed. During the last eighteen 
months there have been eighty-four new cases added to the 216 on 
hand, making the total number now available 300. There are 182 
libraries of fifty books each now in use throughout the state, with 
additional orders coming daily. It must be remembered, too, that 
this is the season of the year when fewer books are read than at any 
other. During the reading season every library will be in use. 

Eighteen months ago there were 10,059 books in the possession of 
the Traveling Libraries Commission. Since then there have been 
added 5021 volumes, which makes a total of 15,080 books now in use. 
Daring this time there have been sent to the various communities of 
the state a total of 401 libraries, an increase of fifty-five libraries in 
eighteen months over the circulation of 346 libraries during the two 
years preceding this report. A transportation fee of two dollars was 
collected on each library ordered, amounting, on this number, to 
$802; extension fees were collected amounting to $14; replacing 
books lost and destroyed, $38.13, and a collection of fines amounting 
to $1.90, making the total receipts $856.03. There has been paid out 
for freight and dray age, repairs and miscellaneous items of expense 
the sum of $667.09, leaving a balance of $188.94, plus $108.42, balance 
on hand from last report, making a total balance on hand of $297.36. 

The libraries sent out in this state are made up to suit the indi- 
vidual, club, school or society ordering. The only fixed libraries 
sent out by the Commission are those planned and prepared on cer- 
tain subjects for club and class work. This, while calling for vastly 
more labor in preparing the libraries for use, is looked upon as hav- 
ing great advantage over the custom of most states in using the fixed 
libraries entirely, the needs and tastes of the people being more effect- 
ively reached. 

The original idea and scheme of the Traveling Libraries Com mis- 
sion was to provide books for the bookless. This has been done, and 
more. A great sweep of library spirit has been created in Kansas 
through the little traveling libraries. In many of the smaller public 
libraries a case or two of the state's books are kept to stimulate the 
interest of the patrons; the schools and clubs use them; the ranch- 
man, miles from books of any description, sends for a library, and his 
neighbors read the books with him. Orders are received from 
groups of men and women living in localities remote from railroads 
and having no other facilities for reading. 

It is impossible in a brief report to give an adequate idea of the 
interest shown in and the demand for these libraries. The reports 
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rquired to be sent to headquarters with the returned libraries tell the 
story of their popularity ; how they have helped in school work, in 
olub work, in recreative reading ; and how they have promoted a de- 
sire for more and improved reading. According to the average report 
from the library stations, each case of fifty books has had thirty- three 
regular readers, and a circulation of 165 ; the 401 libraries making a 
total circulation of 66,165 for the past eighteen months. These 
libraries have reached ninety-eight counties and 341 cities and towns. 
The records also show that where the libraries are sent their readers 
usually become permanent patrons, ordering regularly at the close of 
each six months' period. 

The traveling libraries have circulated in the following" counties: 



Atchison. 


Ford. 


Lane. * 


Rush. 


Anderson. 


Finney. 


Marshall. 


Reno. 


Allen. 


Geary. 


Morris. 


Riley. 


Brown. 


Gray. 


Mitchell. 


Saline. 


Barber. 


Gove. 


Meade. 


Shawnee. 


Butler. 


Greenwood. 


Marion. 


Sherman. 


Bourbon. 


Graham. 


Montgomery. 


Sheridan. 


Barton. 


Harper. 


Miami. 


Smith. 


Cloud. 


Hodgeman. 


MoPherson. 


Stevens. 


Oheyenne. 


Haskell. 


Nemaha. 


Seward. 


Comanche. 


Harvey. 


Ness. 


Stafford. 


Chase. 


Hamilton. 


Norton. 


Sedgwick* 


Cherokee. 


Jefferson. 


Neosho. 


Sumner. 


Coffey. 


Johnson. 


Osage. 


Scott. 


Cowley. 


Jewell. 


Ottawa. 


Thomas. 


Crawford. 


Jackson. ' 


Osborne. 


Trego. 


Clay. 


Kearny. 


Phillips. 


Wabaunsee*. 


Chautauqua. 


Kingman. 


Pawnee. 


Washington ► 


Dickinson. 


Kiowa. 


Pratt. 


Wallace. 


Decatur. 


Leavenworth. 


Pottawatomie. 


Wilson. 


Doniphan. 


Lincoln. 


Republic. 


Wyandotte. 


Douglas. 


Labette. 


Rawlins. 


Wichita. 


Ellsworth. 


Linn. 


Rooks. 


Woodson. 


Edwards. 


Lyon. 


Russell. 




Franklin. 


Logan. 


Rice. 




Covering the 


same counties, the list of cities and towns which 


been visited by 


the libraries is as 


follows : . 




Alden. 


Alta Vista. 


Belleville. 


Burlingame. 


Axtell. 


Agricola. 


Benton. 


B rook vi lie. 


Alton. 


Assaria. 


Bird City. 


Beloit. 


Anthony. 


Ada. 


Barnard. 


Beverly. 


Abilene. 


Arkansas City. 


Bluff City. 


Berryton. 


Almena. 


Auburn. 


Beulah. 


Blue Mound. 


JStna. 


Argentine. 


Burr Oak. 


Bavaria. 


Admire. 


Atwood. 


Buffalo. 


Bern. 


Asherville. 


Baxter Springs, 


B rough ton. 


Baldwin. 
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Blue Hill. 

Benedict. 

Belpre. 

Bennington. 

Carbondale. 

Cherry vale. 

Clay Center. 

Chapman. 

Cawker City* 

Colony. 

Carlton. 

Caney. 

Centralia. 

Colby. 

Columbus. 

Cimarron. 

Council Grove. 

Codell. 

Cherokee. 

Ohetopa. 

Chanute. 

Cato. 

Coffeyville. 

Clayton. 

Cleburne. 

Cedarville. 

Covert. 

Coldwater. 

Cedarvale. 

Cottonwood Falls. 

Colbert. 

Centropolis. 

Culver. 

Cuba. 

Delphos. 

Dalton. 

Dover. 

Dodge City. 

Douglass. 

Danville. 

Dial. 

Durham. 

Downs. 

DeSoto. 

Dunavant. 

Dunlap. 

Dighton. 

Devon. 

De Graff. 

Everest. 

Elmdale. 

Elk. 



El Dorado. 

Ellsworth. 

Esbon. 

Edgerton. 

Eskridge. 

Ellinwood. 

Erie. 

Emporia. 

Edna. 

Eatonville. 

Edmond. 

Elkhorn. 

Effingham. 

Fairview. 

Friendship. 

Fulton. 

Frankfort. 

Frontenac. 

Florence. 

Fowler. 

Fall River. 

Fostoria. 

Glasco. 

Granada. 

Guilford. 

Gypsum. 

Girard. 

Greensburg. 

Glen Elder. 

Galena. 

Geneva. 

Great Bend. 

Garnett. 

Grinnell. 

Goffs. 

Garden City. 

Gridley. 

Good land. 

Garfield. 

Goodrich. 

Greenwich. 

Hozie. 

Hollis. 

Haven. 

Hutchinson. 

Hollenberg. 

Hamilton. 

Hanover. 

Hardtner. 

Hiawatha. 

Hoyt. 

Hartford. 



Highland. 

Hugoton. 

Hillaboro. 

Hays City. 

Havenaville. 

Holyrood. 

Herington. 

Harveyville. 

Hill City. 

Heber. 

Hackney. 

Ingalls. 

Irving. 

Junction City. 

Jewell. 

Jaqua. 

Jamestown. 

Jetmore. 

Kingman. 

Kirwin. 

Kiowa. 

Kinsley. 

Kansas City. 

Kilmer. 

Kelly. 

Kanopolis. 

Larned. 

Lyndon. 

Lyle. 

LeRoy. 

Lincoln. 

Lakin. 

Leon. 

Lawrence. 

Lone Elm. 

Leoti. 

Lang ley. 

Liberal. 

Le Loup. 

Luray. 

Ladysmith. 

Louisburg. 

Lamar. 

La Cygne. 

Lucas. 

Labette. 

La Crosse. 

Lewis. 

Love well. 

Lehigh. 

Marquette. 

McCracken. 



Mound Valley. 

Mankato. 

Manhattan. 

Medicine Lodge. 

Miltonvale. 

McDonald. 

Mantey. 

Minneapolis. 

Marion. 

Monmouth. 

Marysville. 

Moran. 

Morland. 

McPherson. 

Morehead. 

Medora. 

Mapleton. 

Morganville. 

McOune. 

Melvern. 

Maherville. 

Madison. 

Mission. 

Macksville. 

Meade. 

Morrowville. 

Montana. 

Morrill. 

Natoma. 

Neutral. 

Ness City. 

Niles. 

Norton. 

Neal. 

Noroatur. 

Nickerson. 

North Branch. 

New Chillicothe. 

Nortonville. 

Oakley. 

Olathe. 

Oanioa. 

Osawatomie. 

Overbrook. 

Oberlin. 

Osage City* 

Osborne. 

Oskaloosa. 

Onaga. 

Olpe. 

Oswego. 

Oakland. 
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Otis. 


Ransom. 


Sedan. 


Verdi. 


Ottawa. 


Ross vi lie. 


Santa Fe. 


Vilas. 


Pardee. 


Richmond. 


St. Marys. 


Vernon. 


Paola. 


Ramona. 


Selma. 


Valencia. 


Pratt. 


Rice. 


Salina. 


Varck. 


Perry. 


Rydal. 


Sharon. 


Walton. 


Palca. 


Rozel. 


Sharon Springs. 


Winfield. 


Portis. 


Randolph. 


Sabetha. 


Wellington. 


Parkerville. 


Rosedale. 


Severy. 


White City. 


Prescott. 


Robinson. 


Springhill. 


Westmoreland. 


Phillipsburg. 


Rosalia. 


Seabrook. 


Welda. 


Pleasant Hill. 


Scott City. 


Sharpe. 


Wa Keeney. 


Plainville. 


Shorey. 


Stafford. 


Winchester. 


Parsons. 


Sterling. 


Sylvan Grove. 


White Cloud. 


Protection. 


Strawberry. 


Seneca. 


Washington. 


Pittsburg. 


Silver Lake. 


Smith Center. 


Wauneta. 


Potwin. 


Syracuse. 


Scottsville. 


Weir. 


Paradise. 


Sawyer. 


Tecumseh. 


Wakarusa. 


Pretty Prairie. 


Stockton. 


Tonganoxie. 


Waverly. 


Plevna. 


Soldier. 


Toronto. 


Wellsville. 


Quenemo. 


Shaw. , 


Tescott. 


Widerange. 


Russell. 


Soranton.. 


Topeka. 


White Rock. 


Richland. 


Saffordville. 


Vesper. 


Ward. 


Republic. 


Stark.. 


Valley Falls. 


Yates Center. 



As in most states, the traveling-library movement in Kansas was 
begun by club women. The first to observe its need and take active 
steps in advancing the plan was Mrs. Lucy B. Johnston, of Topeka, 
who still remains an effective and inspiring worker in its cause and 
progress. The matter was first taken up by the state federation in 
May, 1897, while Mrs. Willis Lord Moore, was president, continued 
under her successor, Mrs. J. C. McClintock, and completed under the 
administrations of Mrs. S. R, Peters and Mrs. Mary Vance Humphrey. 
Two others to do diligent and effective service in planning and dis- 
tributing the first books, were Mrs. D. W. Nellis, chairman of the 
legislative correspondence committee, and Miss Mabel Clare Hillis, 
assistant librarian. Others lending a loyal support to the work were 
the club women and wives and daughters of the members of the legis- 
lature in various parts of the state. 

In May, 1898, active business was begun under the supervision of 
the Kansas Social Science Federation. A pledge of 500 books and 
twenty dollars in money was made by the Topeka branch of the fed- 
eration. This encouraged those in charge, and it was determined to 
raise 3000 books, by donation, as the nucleus of a permanent traveling- 
library system. This was accomplished, and it was then decided to 
ask the legislature to assume further care of the books and the future 
development of the work, thus making it a state institution and 
^•placing it on a more substantial basis. 
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At the legislative session of 1899 a law was passed establishing the 
Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission and making an appropriation 
of $1000 a year for its support, and providing that certain books of 
- the state library be made available for the use of the traveling. library 
►department, and also providing that the Commission should be enti- 
tled to the services of the assistant librarian of the state library. 

In compliance with this law, the trustees of the state library ap- 
pointed the following persons to be members of the Commission : 
Mrs. Annie L. Diggs, chairman ; Mrs. Mary V. Humphrey, Mrs. Lucy 
B. Johnston, Mr. Edward Wilder, and Mr. H. G. Larimer. The Com- 
mission organized July 1, 1899, and elected Mr. James L. King as 
secretary. 

The 3000. books and thirty. four cases accumulated by the Social 
Science Federation were transferred to the Commission, and are now 
a part of the traveling-library branch of the state library. All of 
these books were acquired by donations from clubs and individuals, 
either in single volumes, fractional libraries, or in sets of fifty books 
each. Complete libraries of fifty books were received from the fol- 
lowing sources: Friends in Council, Lawrence; Ralston Club, To- 
peka ; Ladies' Literary Club, Concordia ; Friends in Council, Topeka ; 
Saturday Club, Hiawatha ; Sigournean Club, Ottawa ; Ottawa Club, 
Ottawa; Twentieth Century Club, Lawrence; Concordia Club, Con- 
oordia; the Noble L. Prentis library, the Halderman library, the 
John H. Vincent library, the Ross Burns library, the Charles Robin- 
son library, the Lillie H. Kellam library, and the Mary E. Rossington 
library. 

Contributions were sent from clubs in the following places: Ar- 
kansas City, Beloit, Burlington, Concordia, Council Grove, Emporia, 
Englewood, Fort Scott, Girard, Hiawatha, Hutchinson, Junction City, 
Kansas City, Kingman, Lyndon, Lawrence, Leavenworth, McPherson, 
Newton, Ottawa, Paola, Perry, Pratt, Sterling, Stockton, Topeka, 
Waverly, and Winfield. 

Probably 200 persons have contributed one or more books to the 
traveling. library collection. Mrs. Sara T. D. Robinson, of Lawrence, 
gave 250 books, and is the largest individual donor. Other generous 
contributors were : William Stryker, D. W. Wilder, Daniel Crosby, 
W. H. Rossington, Eugene F. Ware, Rev. Charles M. Sheldon, Mrs. 
W. W. Curdy, Mrs. Geo. M. Noble, Mrs. H. H. Hull, Mrs. P. B. 
Plumb, Mrs. E. P. Kellam, the Kellam Book and Stationery Com- 
pany, and the Moore Book and Stationery Company. 

Beginning with a few donated volumes, and having but limited 
financial resources, the traveling. library department has in six years 
.grown to be a substantial institution of the state. At this time it has 
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over 15,000 books in circulation, and is keeping pace with similar de- 
partments in all the leading states of the Union. The Kansas Travel- 
ing Libraries Commission is composed of James L. King, chairman, 
Cora Gk Lewis, Lucy B. Johnston, Edward Wilder, and H. G. Larimer. 
The members of the Commission serve without compensation. The 
secretary of the Commission, who performs all the work involved in 
handling the libraries and attending to the necessary business details, 
receives a salary of $1000 per year. 

In view of the growth of the institution, the constant accumulation 
of books, and the voluminous records and correspondence required to 
be kept up, the Commission recommends to the legislature that the 
salary of the secretary be increased to $1200 per annum, and that an 
assistant be employed at a salary of $600 per annum. In addition to 
this, the Commission recommends an appropriation of $3000 per year 
for the purchase of books, and $1000 per yea? for shelving, care, and 
equipment, making a total appropriation of $5800 for each of the 
years ending June 30, 1906, and June 30, 1907. 

Respectfully submitted. 

James L. King, Chairman. 

Nellie G. Armentrout, Secretary. 



